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Saturday, July 21!!
Greetings Camarena Parents.!!
Welcome to the 2014-15 school year.  On behalf of the Camarena staff, we are ea-
ger to welcome all of our students and families on Wednesday.   Because we believe 
that education can have a tremendously powerful and positive impact on children’s 
lives, our staff is striving together to make this school year meaningful and memo-
rable.  Here is some information that you will find helpful as you prepare for the first 
week of school.!!
School starts this Wednesday, July 23 at 8:15 AM and we will line up on the blacktop 
to start the day.  Your teacher will be on the playground to meet and greet your child  
at 7:45 AM.  After the first day, we will have supervision on the playground every 
morning at 7:45 AM and we encourage you to get your students dropped off early 
and avoid the rush and congestion.  Students will line up on the black top and be 
sent to class at 8:05 AM so that teachers can start instruction at 8:15 AM.  Kinder will 
remain on the blacktop to be met by teachers at 8:15 AM so they can be escorted to 
class.  We will start every class at 8:15 AM sharp, so please make every effort to en-
sure your children are here early to take advantage of every minute of instruction.!!
Parking!!
With a school of 1050 students, it will require patience and proper planning from 
everyone to get to school safely and on time.  Here is a video that I made last year 
about the first day of school and it is still relevant as a guide for how to navigate the 
mean streets of Winding Walk in the morning hours.  https://vimeo.com/70906895  !!
Communication!!
We update and interact with families through our school website (camarenaelemen-
tary.com) .  If you haven’t already subscribed, I highly encourage you to subscribe on 
the home page of our website so that you can get updates via e-mail whenever they 
are posted.  If your family cannot access the Internet, we will provide a newsletter 
option (something we failed to do last year and will incorporate periodically this year).  
Please only choose this path if you have no way to access the Internet as we don’t 
want to bombard you with duplicate information.!!
We will also send out phone and e-mail reminders regularly to keep you informed of 
the major events that are taking place in the days and weeks ahead so it’s imperative 
that you confirm with our attendance office that your phone or e-mail is up-to-date.  !!
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We will utilize text messaging for two distinct purposes.  We will send a text mes-
sage 1) during an emergency and 2) to remind parents of different dismissal times 
(e.g. first day of quarters and fall and spring conferences).  Therefore, you will get 
approximately 6 regular text messages a year and any emergency notifications that 
become necessary. !!
We also embrace the use of social media at Camarena Elementary  The purpose of 
this is to keep parents informed and share the great work of our students and teach-
ers with the wider community.  I encourage you to follow @camelementary. This 
Twitter account is curated by students from grades TK to 6.  You can sign up your 
child to curate the account for one week here:  http://goo.gl/AtK5gE  This is a great 
way for our community to see what’s happening in the classroom if they don’t have 
the luxury of visiting every day.!!
You can also share your photos on our Cam Learns website that is connected to In-
stagram. If you post a picture with the #camlearns hashtag on Instagram, that photo 
will automatically be posted on our Camlearns in Pictures Photo Blog.  This is just 
another way to stay connected with the exciting happenings at school while you are 
at work or at home.!!
These are the main ways that we will reach out to you to keep you informed of the 
events and expectations of school.  However, we are always eager to “Make it Bet-
ter” and we would like to solicit your input on how you best receive information.  
Please take a few minutes to fill out the survey on the following page or at this ad-
dress (http://goo.gl/orLDnO) so we can modify and improve our communication plan 
to best serve all of our Camarena families.!!
As we open the 2nd year of Camarena Elementary, we are all more enthusiastic than 
ever about living up to our mission to create “… the model neighborhood school in 
the 21st century”.  Together we can help our children get the high quality education 
that will prepare them to have success in all areas of life.!!!
With eager anticipation,!!!!
Dan Winters!
camarenaelementary.com!
daniel.winters@cvesd.org!!!
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